
Introduction to the dimensions of 
digitalisation

Module 4.2: 
Entrepreneurship



Which start-ups from your country 
do you know? 

10 min





A Development Cooperation Favourite



A Development Cooperation Favourite

 Low invest needed
 Potential to create locally sourced solutions
 addressing local challenges
 Employment for youth
 Digital Services have easy access to the global market



Entrepreneurship
Ecosystem

Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship requires 

access to different 
services.

Different definitions of such 
an entrepreneurial 
ecosystem exist.

6 basic elements

Source: GIZ (2018): Guide for Mapping the
Entrepreneurial Ecosystem



Example: Tunisia start-up Act



Digital Entrepreneurship
Focus Africa








Innovation Hub
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StartUp ….



GSMA, Tech Hubs Landscape 2018

Fastest growing 
Ecosystems 
2016-2018

Democratic Republic of the 
Congo +200%

Zambia +200%

Cote d´Ivoire +160%

Top 3 Ecosystem 
Cities, by number of 
active tech hubs

Lagos, 31 hubs

Cape Town, 26 hubs

Nairobi, 25 hubs

442 active Tech 
Hubs



Digital Entrepreneurship Africa
Hype or Hope? 

"Digital innovation is the best way to provide the solution made by, and 
for African people" (Macron, 2018)

• Rising numbers of technology 
hubs and innovation incubators

• Strong entrepreneurial mindset

• Digital entrepreneurs gave rise 
to a number of ground-breaking 
innovations (e.g. M-Pesa mobile 
money revolution)

• Persistent divides between 
countries and within countries

• Lack of evidence regarding 
effectiveness of hubs and 
innovations initiatives

• Regulatory and administrative 
barriers and gaps

• Limited participation in global 
digital production 

• Mixed numbers regarding 
access to venture capital, 
disruption of value chains and 
global scale

• Variety of initiatives by 
philanthropists, development 
organisations, technology 
corporations, and local 
governments



Open questions?


	Introduction to the dimensions of digitalisation
	Which start-ups from your country do you know? �� 
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Entrepreneurship�Ecosystem
	Example: Tunisia start-up Act�
	Digital Entrepreneurship�Focus Africa
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Digital Entrepreneurship Africa�Hype or Hope? 
	Open questions?

